


  OUR MISSION 
Guide young adults to financial success and support their entrepreneurial dreams to reality 
  

 OUR GOAL 
Education as a lifetime investment: 

Make education fun to encourage youth to complete high school/college  
Help our students comprehend that entrepreneurship helps achieve personal 
dreams come true, live self-sufficient and independent lives. 
Successful graduates find a career after graduation, rather than face the tedium of 
student loan debt throughout life.  

Involve educational institutions:  
Recognize talents, expertise and abilities of students.  
Promote Step2StepUp entrepreneurial strategy and program in every high school, 
college and university, to change the current educational system, which has limited 
benefits to students upon graduation.  

Personal development for entrepreneurs: 
Develop interpersonal skills by respecting/assisting others 
Experience success to feel confidence, loved, appreciated and recognized, especially 
for those from homes, which are not conducive to success.  
Students who are engaged in bringing their entrepreneurial dreams to reality, are 
busy with success, rather than involved in school shootings, suicidal thoughts, 
depression, and live substance abusive-free lives.  

Community benefits: 
Student success is a “step” to eradicate poverty in the community. 
Helps create jobs for under-utilized members of the community, such as veterans, 
homeless and physically challenged.  

Access to success:  
Connect our entrepreneurs to venture capitalists to invest in outstanding 
entrepreneurial projects and ideas and take their inventions to the next level.  

See the possibility of success. 
A place to start – new entrepreneurs often do not have access to funding. We 
connect them with those who have done it before and have a vested interest 
in funding the new project to fruition.  

 







Message from – Vasu Pawar, Convener 
 
There was a time, not too long ago, when women were not expected to do 
much more than give birth, cook, and clean. Today, we do all that and so 
much more. Take a moment to look around the room, so you too can be a 
witness to some of the strongest, most intelligent, and inspiring women in the 
world. Throughout my years as a college student, career professional and 
community leader, I have met thousands of powerful women who have 
inspired me to rise high and fight for what I believe in. I have worked hard 
throughout my tenure to set an example of excellence for my own children, 
because hard work does not come without sacrifice. I am proud to bring you 
the First Annual, TRIBUTE24IW, so that together, we can grow stronger as a 
community through inspiration, education, and a business savvy skillset.  
   
TRIBUTE24IW (a Tribute to 24 Incredible Women) is brought to you by 
Step2StepUp Inc, a 501(c)(3), non-profit organization geared at uplifting & 
guiding young entrepreneurs around the nation. TRIBUTE24IW aims to 
bringing 24 Masterminds together to communicate, collaborate and celebrate 
their individual accomplishments. TRIBUTE24IW is part of Step2StepUp Inc’s 
Bridge to Unity campaign which seeks to unite women of different 
backgrounds, industries, skill sets, motivations, nationalities, goals, and 
interests, all over our great nation, by way of education, motivation, and 
networking so we can all learn and grow exponentially.  
 
Each of the 24 dynamic women chosen, have positively impacted their 
communities, industries, and our nation, in a profound way.  
 
 



  
Most business books you pick up, encourage their readers to form a 
Mastermind group with like-minded driven individuals. If you are looking to 
collaborate with some of the strongest business leaders in the USA, you will 
not want to miss TRIBUTE24IW. 
 
Step2StepUp Inc has chosen the Ashoka Chakra as their powerhouse symbol 
of optimal success. The Ashoka Chakra is essentially the Wheel of Progress at 
the center of the Indian flag. Each spoke on the Wheel of Progress represents 
one of the 24 essential principles in leading a meaningful life. The 24 
principles include chastity, health, peace, sacrifice, morality, service, 
forgiveness, love, friendship, fraternity, organization, welfare, prosperity, 
industry, safety, awareness, equality, purpose, policy, justice, co-operation, 
duties, rights, and wisdom.  
 
My sincere thanks to our Honorable Consul General of India, San Francisco, 
Dr. T.V. Nagendra Prasad, for his wonderful message to our 24 honorees and 
appreciating our theme of the Ashoka Chakra. Your message of 
encouragement will prompt our honorees and the Conveners to do even 
bigger and better things in the community. 
  
We appreciate the Mayor of Riverside, Patricia Lock Dawson, and 
Congressman of Riverside, Mark Takano, for the certificates of recognition 
presented to each of our 24 honorees, including the Convener, for their 
profound and positive impact on our Communities, Industries, and the Nation. 
 
  
All attendees at TRIBUTE24IW will receive a complimentary e-book entitled, 
‘The 14 Steps Forward’, by Chanel Beery, which was written as a tribute to 
Vasu Pawar by her daughter. Attendees will also receive a collaboration 
contact list for all business leaders in attendance, a post event invite to 3 
Mastermind zoom calls focused on growing your business and a healthy 
lifestyle guide to improve your overall mental & physical performance as a 
leader. We encourage you to bring your business cards and a thirst for 
adventure. Join us for dinner, inspiration, and entertainment.  
  
If you know of other incredible women who you believe deserve to be 
recognized at the next TRIBUTE24IW event, email us at 
step2stepupinc@gmail.com. Together we create a Footprint to move towards 
the Brightest, Most Purposeful Future. 
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SMITA VASANT AISHVARYA NIDHI MONALISA KHANDKE RADHIKA SHAH 

ARTI MANEK CHARU SHIVKUMARAN HENNA NOOR DR. MANORAMA GUPTA 

RANI KUUSTO DR. ROSE MURALIKRISHNAN DR. SINDHURI JAISINGHE DOLLY OZA 

RUHI (ROHINI) HAK 
SUMA HAREESH SHRINA KURANI MICHELLE MEHTA 
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SMITA VASANT 

DR. VARSHINI MURALIKRISHNAN  JAYA HEMNANI PAYAL SAWHNEY SATTIE PERSAUD 
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Message from the Co-convener, Parimal Shah 
  
                                                 Congratulations to all the Honorees 
  
I am very happy and excited about this ‘One of a Kind’ event. 
Indo-American Cultural Society of North America and Step2StepUp Inc., will be 
recognizing prominent women in our community who have created legacies, 
overcome obstacles, and who serve as an inspiration to others. Does this sound like 
women you know in our community? 
All 24 women have been trailblazers in the community and influential hall of 
leaders. 
“BE THE CHANGE THAT YOU WISH TO SEE IN THE WORLD” 
  
Parimal Shah 
President 
Indo-American Cultural Society of N.A. 
 



Message from the Co-convener, Yogi Patel 
Hello everyone! 
  
It gives me great pleasure in welcoming you all here on behalf of 
our dynamic team who is hosting a memorable event after the 
terrible COVID period. Indeed, I take full pride to honor today, 
these highly achieved Indian American Women. 
Today’s honorees come from all different backgrounds who have 
struggled days and years to land their feet in our Karma Bhoomi, 
which is America. Each one of the Honorees show us that nothing 
is impossible. 
Once again, they deserve our round of applause and 
congratulations 
We are to recognize our Indian American successful women today, 
and at the same time our efforts are always geared to support our 
local issues and give them our helping hand.  
  
 Yogi Patel 
Secretary 
Indo-American Cultural Society of America 
 





    SHRINA KURANI – Emcee/Moderator  
  
Shrina Kurani is Vice President, Business at Republic, democratizing access to 
Capital, through new regulation and technology. She is a fierce believer in the 
power of innovation to solve the world’s most pressing problems and has four 
years of international experience supporting government projects and startups 
from London to the Himalayas.  
As a mechanical engineer, by training, she loves building the entrepreneurial tech 
community the same way she builds machines: with a robust foundation and 
strong purpose. Shrina’s first engineering projects were with NASA and the 
Southern California Gas Company, having earned her B.S. from her hometown’s 
UC Riverside and her M.S. from Sweden’s top University for sustainability in 
Lund. After conducting her research in carbon sequestration of Biomass in the 
Mediterranean, Shrina became involved in the United Nations Climate Change 
conferences following the Paris Agreement at COP21. She has since participated 
in climate negotiations in Marrakech, Bonn, and Katowice.  
Shrina turns to entrepreneurship as a mechanism to level the playing field: first as 
the CEO and co-founder of FoodNest focusing on decreasing food waste in the 
supply chain through image recognition, and then, continued on to the founding 
team of the World Bee Project supporting the creation of sustainable alternative 
livelihoods, around the world, before landing on the founding team of Sutro, a 
recently acquired startup monitoring water quality through microfluidics.  
Shrina joined the investment team at Better Ventures in early 2017, an early 
stage, venture capital firm, focusing backing companies building a better world. 
Shrina helped build the foundation of Better Venture’s investment thesis in 
sustainability and the future of food, while driving diversity and inclusion in the 
investment ecosystem. At Republic, Shrina leads the platform-wide projects 
focused on generating access to innovation, capital, and investment opportunities. 
For the most recent election cycle, Shrina helped build “They See Blue” an 
organization empowering South Asians across the U.S. to leverage their culture 
identity to get out the vote across the community. 
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Mrs. Asia 



Congratulations 
to Vasu Pawar & 

Team 

Arun Bhumitra 
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Aarti Manek 
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Please visit our website for more information 
www.SpringNectar.studio 
Phone: 1(562)650-1876 
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Platinum West Funding 
NMLS # 356134 

Mobile: 562.972.5083 
Fax: 714.242.6855 
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HOPE B~LIT  
"Placing a light in every woman & child's Heart“ 

 
HOPE B~LIT, a global non-profit founded by Ruhi aka Rohini Hak, that 
champions the cause of women and children of the world. As beacons 
of hope, we have conducted effort's to empower and enable 
communities across the world. Our volunteers have served in multiple 
continents covering over 23 villages in India, 19 in Africa , cities in 
Mexico and across the USA assisting & providing services by 
constructing water tanks, running oral care, treatment & hygiene 
camps, self esteem and reproductive workshops. With our three wings 
- Education , Wish Upon A Smile & A Voices Unheard Films we have 
done impactful grass root level work & given a voice to those who 
are ignored in order to illuminate important social issues surrounding 
children & women globally. We HOPE to make a difference not only by 
listening, but by being the force of change on the ground. We want 
the suffering communities to know they'll be heard. There's still hope... 
THERE'S ALWAYS HOPE.  We maintain a Zero administration cost 
structure with a 100 percent volunteer based model. This is to 
ensure each cent donated is given entirely to the cause.  
Children and Women are at the heart of all we do.   
 
For Volunteering Contact: Hopeblit@gmail.com 
General Queries Call: (1)3109626974 
Donate: https://www.hopeblit.com/donate.html 
Instagram:@hopeblit      FB: @blitnow 
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VM Pharmacy 
Congratulations to all 24 Women  

We keep them healthy! 
Jignesh Mehta 
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Divine Soul Rami is an extraordinary person, an 
enlightened spiritual Guru, and a leader, 44 years of age, 
who possesses wisdom, knowledge, passion, and 
unconditional love for humanity. Auspiciously, she was 
born with a gift of premonition (sixth sense). Rami has 
been predicting many disasters in the world including the 
corona virus pandemic. Rami reached enlightenment five 
years ago at age 39. Rami is Indian descent, from Kolkata. 
She is an American citizen, resident of CA for last 30 years. 
Rami is a commercial airline pilot, has a Master of Business 
Administration – MBA degree, and now is working towards 
a Doctoral degree, Ph.D. Rami has been involved in many 
women's organizations, volunteered in numerous non-
profit organizations. Since childhood, she has had a burning 
desire to make a difference in the world. She is opening a 
Non-Profit Organization in Kolkata, India. She is a firm 
believer in equality and justice for all. Rami is one of those 
rare individuals who is humble, confident and stands above 
the crowd. 
 

Divine Soul Rami 
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Sunil is a Mumbai born, Los Angeles based multiple award-winning producer and writer, having been a part of 
international digital film projects for over 15 years and worked with productions from the US, India, Sweden, 
Germany, Lebanon, France, Australia, and the UK. Some of the projects include award-winning feature films 
‘September Tapes’ (First Look Media) and ‘The Answer’; international broadcast documentaries ‘World 
Religions’ (Al Jazeera Network featuring a two-hour interview with The Dalai Lama), and ‘Bollywood Extras’ 
(Swedish National TV) to name a few. He has created and produced award-winning short films ‘In Transit’ 
(Shorts TV and OscarÒ nomination qualifier), ‘Blind’, ‘Nova’ and ‘With You’. He is the co-founder and Director of 
Programming of the Ojai Short Film Festival, now in its 3rd season. Some of the programming included films of 
Academy Award nominees and winners, and episodic series content of studio shows such as Sundance TV/AMC 
Networks’ ‘This Close’. Sadarangani also oversees publicity, media and community outreach for the film 
festival. He has been on the jury of the 2019 Los Angeles Greek Film Festival and is a Senior Assistant 
Programmer at the Indian Film Festival of Los Angeles and Outfest, Los Angeles. He has been officially 
accredited as a writer covering film and digital media at leading film festivals and industry award events such 
as Sundance Film Festival, Tribeca Film Festival, LA Film Festival, Colcoa French Film Festival, The Indie Spirit 
AwardsÒ, The Golden Globe AwardsÒ and The Academy AwardsÒ. In January of 2020, Sunil co-founded 
Omagination Pictures, a production company that represents and creates film and episodic content of South 
Asian, Latino and multi-ethnic cultures for the global marketplace. To date, Omagination Pictures has raised 
two rounds of private financing, signed a 3-project co-production deal with an international studio, and closed 
global distribution as producer for an Italian language motion picture. Sunil has been recognized by the 
California State Senate for his ongoing commitment to creativity and innovation in the Los Angeles Community. 

 

          SUNIL SADARANGANI                  Actor/Writer/Producer 

Ongoing commitment to creativity and  innovation 
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