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EVENT CALENDAR 

 

1. Opening of GOPIO-Inland Empire, 2017 on December 2, 2016 at 

Mantra Indian Restaurant, Ontario, California. This was a very 

successful event with approximately 100 community leaders 

participated in the opening.  Gopio members who attended the 

event were, Chairman, Gopio International, Dr. Thomas Abraham, 

Founding member, Inder Singh, Treasurer, Kewal Kanda, Ashok 

Madan, Vasu Pawar. Other members were Ramesh Ramnani, Dr. 

Kanan Modi, Venkat Peddi. Inland Empire covers a sizeable Indian 



  

Diaspora Population of approximately 4 million covering 27,000 

square miles. It is my honor and privilege, as the President of Gopio-

Inland Empire to launch this chapter. We managed to make many 

new members at the opening. Sumptuous Dinner was served after 

the opening. 
 

 
 

Left to Right are: Seated: Ms.Vasu Pawar, Dr. Thomas 

Abraham, Inder Singh. Standing: Venkat Peddi, Ramesh 

Ramnani, Dr. Kanan Modi, Dr. Gurmeet Multani, Ashok 

Madan, and Kewal Kanda 

 

 



  

We had a crowd of approximately 275 community leaders 

and Inland Empire residents. We made 18 members opening 

night. 

 
 

 

 

2. January 26, 2017, Gopio-IE, supported the Republic Day Celebration 

by United Federation of Indo-Americans of California, I am also the 

Secretary of this organization. This event was held at Amaya 

Restaurant in Brea. In the Year 2013 I, Ms. Vasu Pawar was the 

president of UFICA. Our Grand Marshall at the Independence Day 

was a popular Indian Movie Star, Priyanka Chopra, who brought in a 

crowd of 17,000 in the community at Etiwanda High School Ground 

in the City of Norwalk. United Federation has been in existence since 

2006. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UFICA ORGANIZATION EVENT CHAIRMAN, VASU PAWAR 



  

 
From Left to Right: Ashok Patnaik, Ms. Vasu Pawar, Chair, Wallis Bank 

Sponsors, with Mr. Hemang Oza, Charu Miglani, President, Alka Patel 

Cultural, Dr. Vinod Vineet, Treasurer. 



  

 
 

 

3. February 5, 2017, Gopio-LA, Gopio-OC & Gopio-Inland Empire along 

with the leadership of Inder Singh organized a welcome party for the 

newly elected Deputy Consul General of India, Rohit Rathish. We had 

the meet and greet event for the community leaders. 

 



  

 



  

 



  

4. February 18, 2017, Gopio-Inland Empire presented the Valentine’s 

Day Celebration, at Bombay Restaurant, Ontario, California, 

entertainers, Dipali & Vishal. Brought in a crowd of 275 at the event 

in spite of very bad weather where electricity was shut down in many 

cities and roads also closed. This celebration featured live DJ, 

Tantalizing Dinner and Dance with cultural performances. Singers and 

Entertainers, Dipali and Vishal rocked the place. Couples enjoyed a 

romantic night full of fun and entertainment and mingling with family 

and friends. The ambiance was conducive to the warmth and 

romance of the special day. 



  

 



  

 



  

 

 

Our Gopio-IE  

Valentine’s Day Event 

Family and Friends had a fabulous time with Depali & Vishal 

entertainers of the evening. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

5. On March 5, 2017, Candlelight Vigil was held at Mahatma Gandhi 

Memorial in Riverside, California in memory of Srinivas Kuchibhotla 

an Aviation Engineer who was shot in Olathe Kansas on February 22, 

2017 turning out to be a hate crime. It was ironic that one White 

American, Ian Grillot tried to save his life while another White 

American, Adam Puritan took his life. His wife expressed her 

gratitude towards our support. These were thoughts of outreach as 

we assembled together with unity. TV Asia and India West and India 

Journal covered this event. Raj Nangia of TV Asia was so thoughtful in 

covering this March 5, 2017, Candlelight Vigil with such short notice. 

He took special efforts to drive from San Diego to Riverside to 

support our event and did an outstanding job in covering this 

important event. It was good to see so many community members 

and people of other ethnic background also gathered at the Gandhi 

Memorial, in the embrace of the community. We got in touch with 

the family friends of Srinivas Kuchibhotla, who attended this 

gathering and shared their proximity to the Kuchibhotla family. 

 



  

 



  

 

 

 



  

 

6. On March 26, 2017 Gopio-IE participated in the Women’s Conference 

at California State University Fullerton, organized by then Senator Ed 

Royce and now Congressman. The Keynote Speaker was Nina 

Davuluri, Miss America USA and Miss New Jersey, USA, who is 

working to promote STEM education. This seminar was designed to 

empower Women. Nina Davuluri’s speech was excellent. She 

addressed her challenges with no criticism or complaints but looked 

at the road ahead to support STEM. 



  

 



  

 

 

7. May 7, 2017, Gopio-IE Supported Lion’s Club of Diamond Bar, at their 

Interfaith Talk event organized at the Aroma Restaurant in Upland. It 

was important to bring closure to the religious discrepancies that 

cause many hate crimes. There were religious leaders who shared 

their thoughts which ultimately, resulted in embracing humanity. The 

President of Gopio Inland Empire, Ms Vasu Pawar, Executive Vice 

President, Dr. Kanan Modi, Secretary, Venkat Peddi, Treasurer, 

Raghbir Bagga and many other members attended this event. 

 

 

 

8. April 1, 2017, Gopio-Inland Empire supported and presented the 

cultural program at the Indian American Heritage Foundation, High 

School and Middle School Awards at Sheraton, Cerritos organized by 

InderSingh. Gopio-Inland Empire participated wholeheartedly to 

support this event. As the president of Gopio-Inland Empire, I took 

active part as one of the judges to grade the High School and Middle 

School papers of the students who participated in the competition as 

well as took charge of the Cultural Program which was the opening of 

the Foundation Awards. 

 

  



  

 
 

Left to Right are Amrit Bhandari, Vasu Pawar, Dilip Butani, 

Inder Singh, Navin Gupta (back), Ashok Madan, Presenting 

Nicky Kapadia, Ashok Madan, and Rajender Dhunna. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

 

 

Conducting the Cultural Program: Ms. Vasu Pawar 



  

 
 

 

Left to Right: Gopio Members - Shila Pithya, Suma Hareeh, 

Ms. Vasu pawar, Ashmath Noor, Hemant Khurani, Deepa 

Khurani 

 

 



  

 
 

9. Heritage Foundation Annual Award Ceremony 

 

 

 

 



  

10. June 15, 2017, Gopio-IE participated in supporting the Bubbly 

Organization. Ms. Vasu Pawar  was invited at their event to present a 

Motivational Speech for Bubbly Non-Profit Charity Organization 

supporting the needy and less fortunate and bringing happiness to 

many. We are again invited to their Diwali Event in appreciation of 

our support. 

  

 

11. June 24, 2017, Gopio Inland Empire, supported youth event by 

“Shankara Dance Academy” with breathtaking Recital by two 

graduating students Ruhi & Neeja Bhagat, “Rang Manch Pravesh” at 

the Sofia B. Clark Theatre, Mt. San Antonio College, Walnut, 

California. Several Gopio members and families attended this event 

including Kewal Kanda, Vijay Patil, Anita Ahmed, Dr. Gurmeet 

Multani and Vasu Pawar. 

 
 

Ruhi and Neelja Bhagat 



  

 
 

Gopio-Inland Empire Members from left to right: Anita 

Ahmed, Ms. Vasu Pawar, Asha Kanda, Kewal Kanda, and Dr. 

Gurmeet Multani. 

 

 

 

12. June 2017 we did the opening of the Book ‘Indians in America’. 

I was one of the key persons responsible to put this book together. 

My article has also been published in this book along with 

information on  
the GOPIO-Inland Empire group. 



  

 
 

 

From Left to right: Ms. Vasu Pawar, Dilip Butani, Ali Taj, 

Mayor Protem Artisia, Narsh Solanki Mayor Protem Cerritos, 

Inder Singh, Kewal Kanda, and Abdul Ghani Sheikh. 

 

 

 

Below is an article “Untangled” written by Chanel Beery 

about Ms. Vasu Pawar, President of Gopio Inland Empire. 



  

 
 

 

13. July 4, 2017, as the Gopio-Inland Empire President, Ms. Vasu Pawar 

did the opening speech to celebrate and commemorate America’s 

Independence Day, 4th of July Celebration to recognize American 

freedom fighters who fought against the British to free America. We 

also recognized the Indian American Freedom fighters who fought for 

India’s freedom. This event was held at the Himalayan Restaurant in 

Cerritos, Southern California. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Several Gopio-Inland Empire and Gopio-Los Angeles Members 

were present: Rajendra Dhunna, Aparna Hande, Kewal Kanda, Ms. 

Vasu Pawar, Inder Singh, Abdul Ghani Sheikh, Dilip Butani, Smita 

Das, Ashok Madan, Navin Gupta, Baljinder Tahim & Ajmer Singh 



  

 

 

From left to Right: Kewal Kanda, Ashok Patnaik, Sudip 

Gorakshakar, Ms. Vasu Pawar and Ashok Madan and Inder Singh 

hiding. 

 

 

 

 



  

14. July 22, 2017, supported by Gopio-Inland Empire, I was the Convener 

at the First NFIA Women’s Conference in Southern California at 

Sheraton, Cerritos. This was another very successful event, bringing 

in approximately 175 community individuals attending the event. 

This event united men as well as women to celebrate the 

tremendous strides that women make every day. Although women 

have come a long way, their battle for equality cannot cease to exist 

until every girl around the world is educated. Legacy is a gift from 

women to the world. It is their divine responsibility to lead and 

elevate the lives of our families and the communities. Our goal at the 

event was to improve the world, step up and facilitate the change. 

The emcee of this event was comedian, Rajiv Satyal, with cultural 

performances, and the women’s conference, with a debate between 

men and women discussing the discrepancies in day to day lives of 

professional men and women. Many Gopio members participated at 

this event. The objective was to bring peace and happiness to 

families, with the theme, “Be the Change” to “See the Change”. 

 

 

National Federation of Indian American Associations – NFIA 

First Women’s Conference, Convener, & Chair Women’s 

Conference, Ms. Vasu Pawar 



  

 

 

 



  

 

Left to Right: Chevy Virg, Miss New Jersey, Trisha Bhatra, Miss 

California Earth, Ashok Madan, Sudip Gorakshakar, Ms. Vasu 

Pawar, Mr. Lee and Ali Taj. 



  

 

Ms. Vasu Pawar, Convener & NFIA Chair Women’s 

Conference 2017 



  

 
With Movie Star Mahima Chowdhury 

 

15. August 12, 2017, Gopio-Inland Empire participated at the India 

Independence Day Mela at the Artesia Park in the City of Artesia 

along with United Federation of Indo-Americans of California and 

collaboration with the City of Artesia. Presented the cultural 

program. This was organized by United Federation of Indian 

Americans in California. In 2013, I was the president of UFICA and 

had Priyanka Chopra as the Grand Marshall. 



  

 
 



  

 



  

  

 

From left to right: Ashok Patnaik, Vinita Vineet – Cultural VP, Charu Miglani 

– President, Ms. Vasu Pawar – Secretary, Ramesh Ramnani – Exec. VP, 

Rangesh Gadasalli – Founder & Trustee. 

 

16. August 18, 2017, Gopio-Inland Empire Supported the Senior Heritage 

Foundation Event, at the Sanatan Dharma Temple. There were Indian 

Comedians from India, highlighting the show. I was honored by the 

Sr. Heritage Foundation, for my services to the Indian community. 

 

 



  

 

17. August 20, 2017, organized a spiritual event, with Srinivas Arka at 

Radha Krishna Temple, Norwalk, California. Srinivas Arka is 

philosopher, International Speaker, Developer of human positive 

conscious awareness in Canada. At this event we also did the book 

launch “BRIGHT MOON” written by Srinivas Arka. 

 

 

 



  

 



  

 

From Left to Right are Ms. Vasu Pawar, President of Gopio-Inland 

Empire, Pravin Patel, President of the Radhakrishna Mandir, Bharat 

Bhai, Pujari of the Temple and Honorable Srinivas Arka, Philosopher 

and Spiritual Guide, Jayshri Patel, helped in organizing this event at 

the temple. We also launched his book “bright moon”.  We had an 

audience of approximately 60 people attending this event. 

 



  

18. On August 25, 2017 Gopio-Inland Empire, & Step2StepUp inc. 

supported Dr. Varshini Murlikrishnan, for her vocal and classical 

music production in the show “AAJA”. She is a renowned vocalist and 

musician and has performed at United Nations. This event was held 

at the El Portal Theater, in North Hollywood. This was a tale of karmic 

destiny. The participants were multicultural with classical fusion 

dancing and technics. 

 

19. September 16, 2017, Gopio-Inland Empire, Step2StepUp Inc., 

celebrated the Global Peace Day in support of the Global Peace 

Foundation at the Tandoor Restaurant in Lake Forest, California. I 

was assigned to greet prominent speakers, including CNN hero, Sir 

Bruno Serato and other guests of honor. The event was highlighted 

with music and multicultural dances and promoted world peace. 

 



  

 

 

 

20. September 23, 2017 and September 24, 2017 Gopio-Inland Empire 

participated in the Free Health Fair organized by the City of Anaheim 

and Indian Doctors and Nurses. Gopio IE provided helpful 

information on preventing Diabetes, Heart Attacks and Strokes, 

controlling cholesterol, diabetes, blood pressure, behavioral health, 

rehab, women health and general advice from doctors and nurses. 



  

 
 



  

 
 



  

 



  

 

21. September 24, 2017, Gopio-Inland Empire also participated in the 

Visa Camp initiated by Consul General of India, San Francisco. I (Ms. 

Vasu Pawar) played the lead role in organizing this event 

professionally, helping all the assembled community individuals to 

solve their issues dealing with applications for passports, visas, OCI 

cards and miscellaneous questions. There were approximately 150 

community individuals and families who took advantage of this 

camp. Deputy Consul General of India, honorable Rohit Ratish, along 

with other consul officials led this camp and helped our Indian 

Community to complete their formalities.  

 
 

22.  



  

 

 

23. On October 5, 2017 and October 6, 2017, Step2StepUp Inc., Gopio-

Inland Empire joined NFIA – National Federation of Indian 

Associations at the Congressional Luncheon, White House Briefing, 

Embassy Banquet and the Women’s Conference at Washington DC. It 

was a very productive 4 day event. 



  



  

 



  

 

 



  

 



  

 

 



  

 
 

From left to Right were M. Agarwal, Aparna Hande, Vasu Pawar, 

Lavanya Reddy, Sudip Gorakshakar, Hari Har Singh, Mrs. Singh, Pooja 

Thomre, and Ashok Patnaik. 

 

 

 

24.  



  

 

 

25. On October 15, 2017, Gopio-Inland Empire will be joining Inland 

Empire Desi Group, at Swad Indian Restaurant in Upland, California 

to celebrate Diwali Festival. There will be cultural performances by 

community children. 

 

 

 

We had the opportunity to see some outstanding performances by 

Aakanksha Maheshwari Group  



  

 



  

 



  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

26. Lions Club of Diamond Bar Diwali Event was also supported by Gopio-

IE. 

 
 

From Left to Right are Gopio IE members, Ms. Vasu Pawar, Anita 

Ahmed, Raghbir Bagga, Mamta Shah and Mr. Shah. 

 

 

27. November 11, 2017 active participation by Gopio-IE, book launch by 

Kamlesh Gouri Chauhan, “Saat Janam Ke Baad”. Kamlesh Gouri 

Chauhan is a Poetess, Lyricist, a Model, Actress, and Author. Gopio-

Inland Empire will be supporting women and their activities to 

improve the community and their thought process. The chief guest at 

this event is Sri Manoj Tiwari, Delhi BJP President, and presided by 

Vijay Jolly, MLA, Delhi and President of Delhi Study Group. 



  

 
 



  

 

 

28. On October 14, 2017 Gopio-Inland Empire, supported 

the LA Fashion Week Event. Designers from all over the US 

presented the “Designer Runway Fashion Show”. We 

represented ‘Shekher Rahate’ a very popular and ‘Award 

Winning’ Fashion Designer, and Producer. His Women 

clothing line was absolutely breath taking. 



  

 



  

 

Ms. Vasu Pawar with Designer Shekher Rahate 

 

 
 

 

Photos of all the above events will be sent separately. 

 

 

Diwali celebration with friends 



  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Book Launch – Kamlesh Chouhan 

Vasu Pawar, President of Gopio IE emceed the Book Launch 

Event. At the event the chief guest was Rajashee, the Indian 

Movie Star who acted in several Hindi movies and some 

were produced by V. Shantaram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

 

 

 

The author of the book, Saat Janam Ke Fere, Kamlesh 

Chouhan 

 

 

 

 



  

 



  

Movie Star Rajashree attended the Book Launch 

 

 

 

 

NDM Bollywood Launch. Enjoyed performing at the Recital 

in November 7, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 NOVEMBER 7, 2017 

 

 

GOPIO-IE Get Together Evening at Mantra Restaurant in 

Ontario, California 

 

 

 
 

 

GOPIO-IE – GET TOGETHER 

 

 



  

 

 

CELEBRATING NEPAL CULTURAL DAY 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  

INDIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION EVENT APRIL 

2017 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Presenting Awards to High School and Middle School 

Students in all capacities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

AMBASSADOR OF INDIA RECEPTION 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

From Left to Right are Ms. Vasu Pawar, President Gopio-

Inland Empire, Navin Gupta, President of Gopio-Los Angeles, 

Dilip Butani, President of Gopio-Orange County, 

Ambassador, of India, Washington DC, Honorable Arun Singh 

Sarna 



  

 
 

 

 



  

 

 

LOTUS FESTIVAL LOS ANGELES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 



  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



  

Ms. Vasu Pawar 

President 

Gopio-Inland Empire Chapter 

CEO/Founder, Step2StepUp Inc. 

Founder, Powerful Group 

Tel: 760=220-6004  

Email: vasu_b_pawar@yahoo.com  

vasu@step2stepup.org 

connect@powerfulgroup.com 
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